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As USA TODAY, the Nation's No. 1 Newspaper, puts it about the television megahit Glee , "There

have been few shows as rousing, promising, perplexing and potentially heartbreaking as this high

school musical comedy....It's an outlandishly entertaining musical schoolhouse romp." Much of

Glee's appeal comes from its cast of outsiders and misfits--singers and dancers almost as talented

as the actors who play them. Viewers love Chris Colfer as the bullied gay Kurt Hummel, Amber

Riley in the role of plus-size diva wannabe Mercedes Jones, Lea Michele's take on "Miss Perfect"

Rachel Berry, Jane Lynch's unforgettable performances as nasty cheerleading coach Sue

Sylvester, and Mark Salling's bad boy image in the role of jock football player Noah "Puck"

Puckerman. And that's only some of the Glee talent readers will get to know in this entertaining

biography. From Broadway veterans to virtual unknowns, these gifted performers all have one thing

in common. They worked tirelessly to achieve their goals and never, ever gave up on their dreams.
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The USA Today Lifeline Biographies series gets it right by featuring big names kids are really

interested in and providing attractive, readableÃ¢â‚¬â€•and informativeÃ¢â‚¬â€•biographies. The

USA Today aspect comes from both newspaper articles that complement the text and some of the

paperÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Ã¢â‚¬Å“SnapshotsÃ¢â‚¬Å“Ã¢â‚¬â€•graphs, etc. The Glee Cast introduces the

stars and their characters, but it doesnÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t stop with just the biggies. Readers will learn that

the real-life Puck is a bird-watcher, and Brittany danced backup for BeyoncÃƒÂ©. The underlying



theme is that the cast, like their TV counterparts, didnÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t have it easy in high school, except

perhaps for Mr. Schuster (Matthew Morrison), who apparently was all that. This also does an

excellent job of weaving in the hope and heartbreak that comes with a career in showbiz. Even

reluctant readers will be attracted to the seriesÃ¢â‚¬â„¢ photo-filled, stylish packages; and for those

who want to read more, the back matter is particularly good. Grades 6-9. --Ilene Cooper

William McKinley High School's glee club was loaded with a bunch of outcasts. Where else would

you find an overweight diva, a "super-talented nerd," a gay loner, a wheelchair-bound boy, and a

jock? Throw in a smattering of other losers and what do you come up with? `Glee' of course. If

you've ever watched the series, you surely have your favorites among the cast and undoubtedly

look forward to seeing them in the next episode. Perhaps all of us can relate to one or another of

them as we travel through high school or recall our days there. Co-creator and executive producer,

Ryan Murphy, claims that he "wanted to give voices to people who don't have voices."If you've

wowed over the glee club's renditions of songs such as Joanne Osborne's "One of Us" or "The Only

Exception" by Paramore, you'll definitely want to know about the people behind the voices. In this

book you'll become intimately acquainted with the cast of `Glee', Lea Michele, Chris Colfer, Dianna

Agron, Cory Monteith, Amber Riley, Mark Salling, Jenna Ushkowitz, Harry Shum Jr., Kevin McHale,

Heather Morris, Naya Rivera, Jane Lynch, and Matthew Morrison. You'll learn when and how they

started out in show business, what motivates them, how they developed their characters, what

hopes they have for the future, and more.The writers attempted to portray the group as young

people with "strength, vulnerability, grace, awkwardness, anger, humor, hope, and talent--traits

much like those of the real-life actors who play them." Dianna Agron felt the sting of rejection early

on in spite of the fact that she was a talented dancer. Amber Riley came from a family "working in

creative fields," but she had a good case of nerves when it came to auditioning. Lea Michele was

absolutely, totally insecure about her looks when she was a teen and admired those beautiful

blonde beauties even though she was working on Broadway.Chris Colfer was one of those kids who

"was overweight, with braces, freckles, and his distinctive high-pitched voice." He figured if he

dieted, which he did, things would change for him. No such thing. Instead he simply felt "like a

skinny loser instead of a fat loser." Get the picture? Each cast member portrayed in this book has

their own personal story to offer up and at times it just wasn't a pretty picture. Dreams do come true

and when auditions for `Glee' began Ryan Murphy "found" something perfect about them for the

characters they would portray. Even Jane Lynch, whose character wanted to destroy the glee club,

has a very interesting story of her own!This is a fascinating look at the story behind the making of



the series of `Glee' and the cast members. Even young people who aren't familiar with the show will

be interested in checking out the series after reading about the `Glee' cast. These mini-biographies

could be from anywhere U.S.A. except for the fact that the cast ended up becoming stars. Of course

the message they all appear to want to impart to their fans and readers of this book is that in spite of

everything they never gave up on their dreams. Talent and perseverance has kept them on the

radar, a place where they'll be for some time to come. There are photographs galore scattered

throughout these pages along with period USA today stories that touch on `Glee.' There are

numerous informative sidebars that add to the reader's teen experience. In the back of the book is

an index, source notes, a selected bibliography, and additional recommended book and website

resources to explore.This book courtesy of the publisher.
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